General. [Ru(C 5 H 5 )( 6 -benzene)]PF 6 and [Ru(C 5 H 5 )(MeCN) 3 ]PF 6 were prepared according to literature methods S1 and other chemicals were commercially available. All reactions were performed under a nitrogen atmosphere. 1 H NMR spectra were recorded using a JEOL JNM-ECL-400 spectrometer. UV-Vis spectra were recorded using a JASCO V-570 UV/VIS/NIR spectrophotometer.
S2

1,3,5-Tri(6-cyanohexyloxy)benzene (L).
A mixture of phloroglucinol (416 mg, 3.3 mmol), K 2 CO 3 (4.15 g, 30 mmol), tetrabutylammonium chloride (140 mg, 0.5 mmol), and 7-bromoheptanenitrile (2.1 g, 11 mmol) in acetonitrile (30 mL) was heated at 90 °C for 24 h. The mixture was cooled to room temperature and filtered. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure and the crude product was purified by column chromatography (silica gel, eluents: toluene/dichloromethane, gradient from 1:0 to 1:3) and then dried in vacuo at 60 °C for 7 h. The obtained colorless liquid was solidified over several days at room temperature in a nitrogen atmosphere. White solids. Yield 43%. 1 H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl 3 , TMS): δ = 1.51 (m, 12H), 1.70 (m, 6H), 1.78 (m, 6H), 2.36 (t, J = 7.2 Hz, 6H), 4.04 (t, J = 6.2 Hz, 6H), 6.05 (s, 3H). 
